


















1) As in rule-based systems; the control is separated from the knowledge, and
programming is replaced by tq.e explicit and the declarative representation of packets of
knowledge. How to use these packets is left to the system.

2) An explicit representation of procedural knowledge by means of the Activity-network
concept which allows us to describe any procedural situation with reasonable ease.

3) A general representation of a tuly-like entity using the Activity concept.

4) A hierarchical representation which allows the dynamic generation of ANs at each level
ofabstraction. The MOPA concept plays the role of organizing the knowledge in an
appropriate manner.

5) Uniformity of representation which allows us to have the same view at any level of
abstraction. Indeed, the activities and activity-networks which are used to describe each
level ofprocedural knowledge are conceptually the same.

The CSCVl module models negotiations and commitments between different agents. Using
the Speech Act theory as the conceptual base, the CSCW module has been designed to
support non-linear planning. Thus, the communication process encased in the CSCW
module allows· agents to exchange infom1ation and planners to retain consistency and to
synchronizedis,tributed nodes of activities.
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